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Introduction

lIn this collection of animal tales there are two main types of
stories.

In ‘The Elephant’s Child’ and ‘The Shameful ' Behaviour of a Fox
Terrier’ 2 the animals are without question the main characters,
they are the so-called protagonists.* The reader’s attention is
completely focused on them, their characteristics and their almost
human behaviour. The animals speak amongst themselves, and
all this seems quite normal to the reader.

The other type of stories includes ‘Pigs is Pigs’, "Mrs Packletide’s
Tiger’ and ‘The Stolen White Elephant’. In these stories the
animals are not the main characters. They behave like ‘real’
animals. The reader knows little about them and sometimes the
animals are imaginary; we never really ‘see’ them. The authors’
intent* is not to write about the animals, but to ridicule® certain

types of behaviour in our society.
w

Before you read these stories make a list of all the animals you
know.
Then write down some words to describe them, for example:

Animal: cat/kitten: tail, whiskers, paws, soft etc.
While you read the following stories, add any new words you learn

to your list. It will be interesting to see how many new words
connected to animals you include.

1. Shameful : A[HLAY 3. protagonists : BCHF Y A -
2. Fox Terrier : SO0 H (IH N EA 4. intent: %[ -
I MF ) - 5. ridicule : W%




Notes on

the Authors

lephagt s Child” by Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936) comes
is collection of Just So Stories (1902) which also contains

‘The

fro

sto

Whe;;l he visited South Africa. That is probably why this
stoty % not set in India where he was born.

it~_~K_
e
\

storgg abmﬂ other types of animals. Kipling began to write these
I

w

o _;:i

is by Ellis Pa:rker Butler (1869 1937). He was born in
JSA. He pubhshed 2,200 stories, books, essays

wa, U

nd is best known for the story in this collection of
Animal Tales.

w

‘Mrs Packletide’s Tiger’, set in India and England, is by Saki,
Hector Hugh Munro (1870-1916). Saki was born in Burma, a now
independent republic called Myanmar in south-east Asia, but
returned to London because he could no longer serve in the
Burma police.

In London he began to write political satires® for The Westminster
Gazette. He died while fighting during WWI.

1. satires: HAIMES °
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Mark Twain, Samuel Langhorne Clemens (1835-1910), wrote “The
Stolen White Elephant’, a hilarious ! satire about the New York
; police. Although Mark Twain was a prolific* writer he is probably
' best remembered as the American author of The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer (1876).

w

The Shameful Behaviour of a Fox Terrier’ Comeg{ﬁom Three Men
n a Boat (1889) by Jerome K(lapka) Jerome (1% 11927). Jerome
was born near Staffogdshlre and moved to East London where he
became an aQior aﬁd a reporter before ecommg a writer.
Although the storf is actually abmg,t a bcﬁtmg holiday on the
River T‘I‘lams the @xtract 1nclude® here %s indeed about a fox

terrier.

Other Black Cat E:nghsh Readers ‘by some of ?%e sarr%e authors
include:

The Jumping Frog by Mark Twain — Level 3

The £1,000,000 Bank Note by Mark Twain — Level 4

1. hilarious: +44 @ - 2. prolific: L7 °
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PPP INTERNET PROJECT <44

Find out 5 things about the authors of this collection of Animal
Tales.
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The Elephant's
Child

I ]

by Rudyard Kipling



Before you read

Look at the animals shown in the pictures on pages 17 and 21 and
list them in the table below. Use a dictionary or an encyclopedia to
list the main characteristics of each species.

Animal Characteristics
air-breathing vertebrates
Reptiles they are cold-blooded
Birds
Mammals

Use a dictionary or an encyclopedia to list the main characteristics
of herbivores and carnivores, then say if the animals you listed
above are herbivores' or carnivores. *

e Look at the words (1.-3.) below and match them to the appropriate
country (a.-c.).

1. || jungle/forest a. Australia

2. [ ] wood b. Africa

3. [ | bush c. England

1. herbivores: FE ) - 2. carnivores: ffREI -
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The Elephant's Child
Wants Some Answers

n the beginning elephants had noses. @
They had large noses, but they could not
pick things up ! with them.
One day the Elephant’s Child began to
ask everybody questions. He always
asked a lot of questions. He asked his
aunt the ostrich?:
‘Why have you got long feathers?’ 2

1. pick things up : #&2##- - 3. feathers: %
2. ostrich: %19 o ’

15
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TALES

The ostrich was angry with the Elephant’s Child. She
punished him' and sent him away.

‘Don’t ask questions, Elephant’s Child!” she told him.

The Elephant’s Child then went to his uncle the giraffe.?

‘Why have you got spots?’® he asked the giraffe.

His uncle the giraffe was angry with the Elephant’s Child.
He punished him and sent him away.

‘Don’t ask questions, Elephant’s Child!" he told him.

The Elephant’s Child now went to his aunt the hippopotamus.*

‘Why have you got red eyes?’ he asked his aunt.

The hippopotamus was angry, and she, too, punished the
Elephant’s Child.

‘Don’t ask questions!’ she told him.

The Elephant’s Child now went to his uncle the baboon.*

‘Why do you like melons?’ he asked. ‘Why are they good to
eat?’

The baboon was angry and he punished the Elephant’s
Child.

‘Don't ask questions, Elephant’s Child!" he told him.

One day the Elephant’s Child had a new question.

‘What does the crocodile ® eat?’ he asked everybody.

‘Be quiet, Elephant’s Child!” everybody shouted at him.

His uncles and aunts were angry with the Elephant’s Child.
They all punished him for a long time. He was very unhappy.
He went away for a walk in the forest.

1. punished him : 5 ° 4. hippopotamus : i 5 o
2. giraffe: K#HE - 5. baboon : #i# ¢
W 6. crocodile : #a o

3. spots: B&

16







Go

back to the text

o Based on what you read in this part of the story and your general
knowledge, decide if each statement is correct or incorrect. If it is
correct, write A. If it is incorrect, write B.

O 0N U A WN-

10

The Elephant’s Child lived in Africa.

Elephants did not have noses in the beginning.

Ostriches only live in Africa.

The Elephant’s Child didn’t ask many questions.

The animals punished the Elephant’s Child.

The Elephant’s Child’s uncles were the giraffe and the baboon.
Hippopotamuses have red eyes.

The Latin name for melons is cucumis melo.

This was the Elephant’s Child question: ‘What does the crocodile
eat?’

His aunts and uncles were happy with the Elephant’s Child.
..... 2 3 cn 4 ... L R
B . i R 8 ... . 10 e

Now correct the incorrect statements.

(2}

C

opic — Animals and Pets
hoose a picture of your favourite animal or pet and think about

these questions/statements.

oo T

What is your favourite animal or pet?

Compare your pet to an animal that lives in the wild.

When did you get your pet?

Describe the things your pet or animal does and the ways it
does them.

18




The Great, Grey, Green
Limpopo River

he Elephant’s Child met the Kolokolo
bird ! in the forest. He told the

Kolokolo bird everything.

T ‘My father punished me, my

i uncles punished me, and my

aunts punished me, he said. ‘What does the
crocodile eat? Do you know?’

The Kolokolo bird thought for a moment?, then he said.
| ‘Do you know the great, grey, green Limpopo River?’
' ‘Yes,' replied the Elephant’s Child. ‘I know it

1. Kolokolo bird : — b A A8 H 3k iy 15 « 2. amoment: —£ )L o
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‘Go there, the Kolokolo bird told the Elephant’s Child. “You
can ask there!

‘I'll go there immediately!’ the Elephant’s Child decided.

The Elephant’s Child walked through the forest until he
came to the great, grey, green Limpopo River. Then he saw a
python snake.!

‘Excuse me, he said, ‘but is there a crocodile here?’

‘Yes, the python snake told him. ‘A crocodile lives here.

‘Good, replied the Elephant’s Child. ‘What does he eat?’

The python was angry now, and he punished the Elephant’s
Child.

‘Don’t ask questions, Elephant’s Child!" he told him.

The Elephant’s Child walked some more. He walked on
something big. It was the crocodile!

The Elephant’s Child looked down.

‘Where is the crocodile?’ he asked politely.

The crocodile opened one eye very slowly. He looked at the
Elephant’s Child.

‘Come here, Elephant’s Child,’ he said quietly. ‘I'm the
crocodile.

‘Good!’ cried the Elephant’s Child. ‘What do you eat?’

‘Come here,’ the crocodile told him again.

The Elephant’s Child came very close to the crocodile. The
crocodile opened his mouth very wide. He held the Elephant’s
Child by the nose.

‘Today, said the crocodile, ‘1 think I'll eat an Elephant’s
Child?’

1. python snake : 8 -
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Go back to the text

0 For each question, tick (v) the letter next to the correct answer, A,

B,CorD.

1 What does the reader learn about the great, grey, green
Limpopo River?
A | | 1tisavery big, grey, green river in an African forest.
B [ | Pythons live in the river.
Cc | | 1tisthe longest river in Africa.
D [ | Theriveris always grey and green.

2 How does the Elephant’s Child ask the question ‘Where is the
crocodile?’?

A [ ] Rudely.
B | | Politely.
c [ ] Quickly.
D [ | slowly.
3 Why did the Elephant’s Child walk on the crocodile?
A | | Because he didn’t see the crocodile.
B | | Because he thought the crocodile was a bridge.
c | | Because the crocodile looked like a piece of wood.
D | | Because he wanted to make the crocodile angry.

4 What do you learn about what the crocodile eats?
A [ | Itusually eats insects and plants.
B [ | It sometimes eats python snakes.
Cc [ | Itnevereats animals.
D [ | Today, it will eat the Elephant’s Child.

5 Which Greek author do you think wrote fables about animals?
A [:] Aesop.
B D Dante.
c [ | shakespeare.
D | | Aristotle.

22



The great, grey, green Limpopo River

Order of adjectives (F&id)

In English most adjectives go before the noun:
The great, grey, green Limpopo River

In this sentence the order of the adjectives is:

Size Colour Colour Noun

(The) great grey green Limpopo River

But be careful, adjectives usually go after the following verbs:
be, seem, look, become: The python was angry.

e Make a list of adjectives that describe feelings (for example, angry,
happy, annoyed, curious) and write five sentences about the
different animals in the story.

Here is an example: The Elephant’s Child was curious.

9 Look at the order of the adjectives above and write complete
sentences about each animal. (Use a dictionary to look up the
words you don't know).

Example: Elephants (mammals/grey/brown/large)
Elephants are large, grey, brown mammals.

Pythons (multi-coloured/carnivores/long)
Ostriches (long-necked/birds/brown/black)

v p

D

Crocodiles (reptiles/long-snouted/green/brown)

e

Eagles (birds of prey/large/black and white)

e. Hippopotamuses (grey/brown/large/amphibious' mammals)
1. amphibious : P

23



The Elephant's Child
and the Crocodile

he python snake arrived at
that moment.
He said to the Elephant’s

child, ‘The crocodile will
eat you, my friend. You must pull as
hard as you can. Pull, my young friend, pull!

The Elephant’s Child pulled and he pulled. It was no good.!
His nose was still in the crocodile’s mouth.

The crocodile also pulled as hard as he could. He pulled and
he pulled.

1. It was no good : IXFEHLEA A -

24







ANIMAL

TALES

The Elephant’s Child’s nose began to grow longer and
longer. Suddenly the Elephant’s Child gave an extra hard
pull — and he was free! He sat back on the ground. His nose
was very long now, and very warm. He put it into the great,
grey, green Limpopo River for a moment.

‘Why are you doing that?’ asked the python snake.

‘My nose is too long, the Elephant’s Child told him. ‘Perhaps
the river will make it small again.

‘Your nose will always be like that now,’ the python told
him.

‘But I don’t like it!" cried the Elephant’s Child.

‘Perhaps you'll like it one day, the python said. ‘But it isn’t a
nose any more. It’s too long for a nose. We'll call it a trunk.’!

The Elephant’s Child was not very happy at all. At that
moment a mosquito ? flew * onto the Elephant’s Child’s head.
The Elephant’s Child lifted his trunk and hit the mosquito. The
mosquito flew away.

‘A trunk is a good thing!’ the python said. ‘It’s very useful.

The Elephant’s Child began to play with his new trunk. He
picked up some grass. He ate the grass happily.

‘Now tell me something, said the python. ‘Do people hit and
punish you? Do you like that?’

‘Of course not! replied the Elephant’s Child. ‘1 don't like it at
all’

The python smiled at him.

(Q‘/ 2. mosquito : BT e
1. trunk: 2 - 3. flew: fly Mg & -
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The Elephant's Child and the Crocodile

‘Now you've got a trunk, he said. ‘Now you can hit and
punish them!’

The Elephant’s Child smiled too.

‘That’s an idea,’ he said slowly. ‘A very good idea!’

He walked home. When he arrived, all his uncles and aunts
were happy to see him.

‘Come here, Elephant’s Child! they cried.

The Elephant’s Child moved towards them. He smiled
happily.

One by one he punished his uncles and his aunts with his
new trunk.

‘Where did you get the new nose?’ they asked him.

‘It's not a nose, the Elephant’s Child told them. ‘It’s a trunk.
I asked the crocodile what he eats. Then he gave me the
trunk.’

‘We want trunks, too!” all the elephants cried. They ran off
to the great, grey, green Limpopo River. When they found the
crocodile, they asked him:

‘What do you eat?’

The crocodile pulled their noses. And now all elephants
have got trunks.

27



Go back to the text

o Based on what you read in the story and your general knowledge,
decide if each statement is correct or incorrect. If it is correct,
write A. If it is incorrect, write B.

The python snake told the Elephant’s Child to push.

The crocodile ate the Elephant’s Child.

The Elephant’s Child’s nose was now small and sore.

The python called the Elephant’s Child’s nose a trunk.

The Elephant’s Child hit the mosquito with its ear.

The Elephant’s Child discovered that trunks are very useful.

He punished his uncles and aunts.

The Elephant’s Child did not tell them the story about his trunk.

O 0 N O b W=

The other elephants wanted trunks, too.

—
(=}

Not all elephants have trunks today.

Now correct the incorrect statements.

e Find the following expressions in the chapter and use them to
complete the sentences on page 29.

longer (and) longer
(an extra hard) pull
perhaps (you'll) like
hit

useful

o oap TP
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7 [ to learn English pronunciation?’ ‘Yes, it
is. Actually, it depends.

2. ‘Does eat rhyme with .......cccccceeuevuernunnannn. 2’ ‘No, it doesn’t.

3. ‘Does an extra hard .....c.coeeeveveeccerenenen. mean it's very strong
medicine?’ ‘No, of course it doesn’t. What you are thinking of is,
“a very strong (headache) pill.” Pill rhymes with ill (sick).
.................................. rhymes with bull’

R R e Ty - ZE e aid ssnmammannanm
learning English. I don’t like it any more.

5 et e N R VOLH e om et it again one day.
Just remember to do your homework every day.

e A fable is a short, funny story, usually with animals as characters,
which tells us a moral. Think about ‘The Elephant’s Child’. Find
three similar fables from your country. Write their titles and list
their characteristics.

T T el et e o SRS e L S

CHAPACEERISEIC: chuevviviibiviniiii i st is s e o A s s

T R e e N 0= D M e s ) SR S T

haraeteristicer et IS IS il S

Th e R e L B e,
Characteristic: il bl it
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