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How to use the book

It isn’t necessary to work through the units in order. First, have a look through the whole book to see what
is there.
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The Stupy pLANNER will help you decide which units to study. Do the multiple-choice questions

and check your answers, then go to the relevant unit in the book for further study, or to the relevant
GRAMMAR REMINDER section for further reading.

Alternatively, find a specific grammar point in the ConTENTS at the start of the book or in the more
detailed InDEX at the back.

The Key 1o Exercises, aswell as AppiTionaL exercises for further practice of grammar points, are
at the back of the book.

Use the GrLossary for explanations of grammar terms used in the book and the ApreEnDICES for more
information on irregular verbs and passive verb forms.

Go online for easy accessto MOBILE-FRIENDLY TEN-MINUTE TESTS.

Grammar in Academic contexts

Five NEw UNITS focus on GRAMMAR IN AcapemMic ConTEXTS specifically for students using English at
college or university. These units will help you to:

)
O
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)

@)

produce more accurate English in your written work;
give better academic presentations;

read your textbooks more efficiently;

follow your lectures and presentations more easily;
reflect on your work and learn from your mistakes.

Where will learning English take you?

We know you want to enjoy learning grammar and feel supported too. That's why we have made all the
learning materials - whether in the book or online - easy to use. Advanced Grammar in Use will keep you
engaged and provide the practical skills you need to succeed in both exam and everyday life English.

Read on to start your English learning journey today.
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To the student

Who the book is for

Advanced Grammar in Use is for advanced students of English. It is mainly a self-study book, but might
also be used in class with a teacher.

Layout of the book

Revise intermediate-level
grammar so you are confident
with the basic topic.

Study advanced
grammar with clear
explanations and lots
of examples.

Check your
understanding of the
grammar with a range
of practice exercises.

;‘_The letters' next to

each exercise show
you which section in
the opposite page it
refers to.

Listen to the examples
to help with fluency.

If you need more practice, do some
more exercises from the Additional
exercises section in the back of the
book. Alternatively, Go ONLINE FOR
MOBILE-FRIENDLY TEN-MINUTE
TESTS.
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To the teacher

You can recommend Advanced Grammar in Use to your advanced level students to encourage them to
be more autonomous with/in their learning. You can use it to supplement or support your classroom
teaching, or use it as a reference book.

Read on to see how you can use Advanced Grammar in Use with your students -call to action-

How to use the book ...

Select units that are relevant to the syllabus that you are following with your students, or as particular
difficulties arise. You can use this book in a number of ways:

... to encourage self-study

() Ask students to use the STubY PLANNER at the beginning of the book, then focus on those units
that deal with areas of grammar where students are least successful. Alternatively, use the study
planner as a diagnostic test for your students.

() Remind students to use the reference-only GRAMMAR REMINDER before moving on to the more
advanced material in the units, and to do the AppiTioNnAL ExXERCISES in the back of the book and
TEN-MINUTE TESTS online for further practice.

.. in class

() Present the explanation on the left-hand page of a unit, and use the exercises for classroom
practice.

() Alternatively, you could begin with the exercises and refer to the left-hand pages only when
students need help to complete them.

() Set particular units for self-study for students who study at a slower pace than others, or for
faster-paced ones to extend their knowledge.

() Develop your own classroom-based activities around the explanations on the left-hand pages,

then set the exercises as consolidation for self-study.

L



NEW for Fourth Edition

We've kept popular Third Edition features, including:

() The easy-to-use format with explanations on the left-hand pages and exercises on the facing right-hand
pages.

() The comprehensive grammar syllabus, so your students have access to all the grammar they need.

() The word boxes with the most common words found in particular grammar patterns, informed by the
Cambridge International Corpus.

For Fourth Edition, we've added the following new features that students and teachers told us they wanted:
(J UpDATED CONTENT to keep it relevant to students.

(O MOBILE-FRIENDLY TEN-MINUTE TESTS.

(J NEw 'GRAMMAR IN ACADEMIC CONTEXTS' UNITS focussing on longer written and spoken texts to help
your students succeed in their academic studies.

A series of REFLECTION tasks in the new Grammar in academic contexts units to help your students self-
evaluate the work they have done and apply it to their own academic work.

.
L

We support you to help them achieve

As a teacher, you go above and beyond because you care about your students’ future. That's why Advanced
Grammar in Use will support you at every step with our research-based learning resources. It helps make
learning more effective and exciting, and teaching more efficient and rewarding.



Study planner

Use this study planner to decide which units you should study, and which
section of the Grammar reminder you should read.

Choose the best option in each question. Sometimes more than one option is
possible. Check your answers on page 249.

Tenses Grammar
reminder

11 ‘Who [ to get through to Misaki.’ Al
A doyou phone .. I'mtrying B are you phoning ... I'm trying
C are you phoning ... 1try D do you phone ... I try

1.2 w10 TUrkey every year for your holidays?
A Are you going B Were you going ~ C Have you gone
D Do you go

13 | YOU park outside the city and get the bus to the
centre.

A amsuggesting B suggests  C suggest
D was suggesting

1.4 Sophia ......ccccc. me that you're thinking of emigrating.
Atold Btells Cistelling Dtell

1.5 Aisha ... afew minutes ago.
Ahasleft Bleaves Cleft D had left

16 We ..o £0 the tennis club since we moved here.
Ahave belonged  Bbelong  Cbelonged D are belonging
1.7 After she .................... hospital, she had a long holiday.

Aleaves Bisleaving Chasleft D left

1.8 When he realised I.................at him, he ... away.
Alooked ... was turning B was looking ... turned
C was looking ... was turning D looked ... turned

19 When the builders were here | ................. them cups of tea all
the time.
Awasmaking Bammaking Cmade D make

110 When | went into the bathroom, | found that the bath...................... .
A overflows B overflowed C had overflowed
D is overflowing

11 lwassurethat! ... himbefore.
Ahadmet Bammeeting Cmeet D met

112 Your eyesare red — ... ©
Adidyoucry B have youbeencrying  Chaveyou cried
D do you cry
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Grammar
reminder

113 -.this holiday for ages.
A We re lookmg forwardto B We've been looking forward to
C We look forwardto D We've looked forward to

114 When | saw the vase on the website, | knew it was exactly what |
Alockedfor  Blookfor  Chad been looking for
D have looked for

115 .. hard all year, so | felt that | deserved a holiday.
A I work B I'd been working ~ Cl'dworked D I'm working

"The future
21 I ONE Of My special desserts for dinner, if you like.
Amake B’'mgoingtomake  C’llmake D ’m making
2.2 If Erik phones | .................you know.
A’'mgoingtolet Blet C’mletting D’lllet
23 ‘Has anybody offered to look after the children?’ ‘Sophia
it
A is to do B’s goingtodo  Cdoes D willdo
2.4 The next trainto Dublin ... at 3:45. (station
announcement)

Awillleave  Bisleaving  Cis goingtoleave D leaves

2.5 Whenyou......cw.... BeN, tell him he still owes me some
money.
Aaregoingtosee  Bareseeing Csee  Dwill see

2.6 We ..a party next Saturday. Can you come?
A'reto have B rehaving Chave  D’llhave
2.7 After the operationyou ...............any sport for awhile.

Awon'tbe doing  Baren'tdoing  Cdon'tdo
D won't to do

2.8 When the race starts later this afternoon the drivers ...
for drier weather than last year.
Awere hoping  Barehoping  Chope D will be hoping

2.9 In the next few years, thousands of speed cameras ...
on major roads.
Aare appear  Bwillappear  Care to appear
D are appearing

210 ..to Bangkok by the end of June.
AI aim gettmg B I'm aiming getting Cl aim to get
D I'm aiming to get

21 We............each other later that day, but | had to phone and
cancel.
Asee B areseeing  Cwereseeing  Dsaw
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Modals and semi-modals Grammar

reminder
31 Despite yesterday’s snowfalls, we......................home in less than C5
an hour.

A could drive B candrive C were able to drive
D are able to drive

32 She swam strongly and ..................... cross the river easily, even
though it was swollen by the heavy rain.
Acan Bwasableto Ccould Disableto

3.3 e INE tO gt you some water?
AWouldyoulike B Shouldyoulike  C Shall you like
D Will you like

34 We...... SWitzerland four times during the 2010s.
Awouldvisit ~ Busedtovisit  Cvisit D visited

35 ‘While we're in Moscow shall we go and see Dariya?’ ‘But it's been
nearly 20 years since we last saw her. She ...................remember
us.’

Acan't Bcouldnt Cmaynot D mightnot

36 During the war, the police .................... arrest you for criticising
the government.
Amay Bmight Cshould D could

37 ‘I'm seeing Dr Evans next week." ‘That ...........c........ be right. He's
on holiday then.’
Amustnt Bcan't Chasn'tto D hasn't gotto

38 I can’t access the database.You .................... a password.
A must have got to putin B must’ve to put in
Cmust haveto putin D must putin

39 | @N iNnterview because I'd worked there before.
A didn’t have to have B needn’t have had C didn't need to
have D needn’t have

310 Nowadays it ..................... cost a fortune to own an eBook reader.
Ahasn'tto  Bneedn't Cdoesn'thaveto D mustn't
3N Walking under a ladder..........cccccvoviririnnnen. be unlucky.

Aissupposeto  Bshould Coughtto D issupposed to

312 It’s the third time she’s been skating this week. She ...
really enjoy it.
Amust  Bshould Coughtto D had better

"Lin king verbs, passives, questions

41 The traffic lights ...........c...... green and | pulled away. 21
Agot Bbecame  Cturned D went

4.2 The building ....................... the earthquake but then ... 23,24,22
by afire.
A was survived ... destroyed B survived ... was destroyed
Csurvived ... destroyed D was survived ... was destroyed
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"Relative clauses and other types of clause Grammar
reminder
91 My mother .....................enjoys hill walking. )2
A who is in her seventies B, that is in her seventies,
C, which is in her seventies, D, who is in her seventies,
9.2 She’s one of the kindest people ...

A that | know B | know C who | know D which | know

93 Do you know the date ........................ W€ have to hand in the essay?
Awhich  Bonwhich  Cbywhich D when

9.4 Thevalley ..................thetown lies is heavily polluted.
Ainthat Binwhich  Cin D which

95 The prisoners.................. are all women.
Awho being released B are beingreleased  C being released
D who are being released

9.6 She lives inthe house ...
A which has the red door B has the red door
C with the red door D which with the red door

97 ‘Wait a minute,’ said AMY, ..o«
A running through the door B run through the door
Cran through the door D runs through the door

9.8 i, DY the boys” behaviour, she complained to the head
teacher.
ASheannoyed  BAnnoyed  CShe wasannoyed
D Annoying

9.9 e t the party, we saw Ruth standing alone.

A Arrived B We arrived CArriving D We were arriving

910 Josh was the first person | saw ... hOSpital.
Abyleaving  Bonleaving Cinleaving  Donto leave

Pronouns, substitution and leaving out words

101 ‘What did you do to your hand?’ 'l ..................... when | was
chopping vegetables.’
Acutme  Bcut Cmyselfcut D cut myself

10.2 The scheme allows students from many countries to communicate

A each other B with each other C themselves
D with one another

10.3 We are confident that both sets of fans will ........................ at the
match.
Abehave itself B behave them C behave themselves
D behave

I

10.4 ‘We need new curtains.’ ‘Okay, let’sbuy ...
A ones with flowerson ~ Bsome  Cones  Done

Xix



4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

47

4.8

49

410

Verb complementation: what follows verbs

51

52

5.3

54

55

Grammar
reminder

I'm really disappointed. I........................ for the team again. D2
Awasn't picked  Bdidn't pick  C didn’t get picked
D wasn't got picked

When | asked what was wrong, ...
Al was explained the problem

B he explained the problem to me

C the problem was explained to me

D he explained me the problem

The children.........c.ccc... to the zoo.
A were enjoyed taken B enjoyed being taken
C were enjoyed taking D enjoyed taking

The new computer system ...................... next month.
Ais being installed by people B is be installed
Cisbeinginstalled D is been installed

i that we have to leave.
A They have informed us B It has been informed
C It has been informed us D We have been informed

He just turned away when | asked him. .............cc....... he meant?
A Which do you think B How do you think
C What youthink D What do you think

s 1O S€€ 1N the town?
A What there are B What is there C What are there
D What there is

e, WS 10 the box?
AWhat did you thinkthat B What you thought
C What did you think D What you did think

| always associate ...
A pizza B pizza by Italy C Italian pizza
D pizza with Italy

She described ...
A the situation B the situation to me C me the situation
D the situation me

Stevens ..................... the wallet.
A admitted to steal B admitted steal =~ Cadmitted stealing
D admitted him stealing

My parents wouldn't ...................... to the party.
Aallowmego Ballowmetogo  Callow me going
D allow to go

She felt the mosquito ...................... her.
Abites Btobite  Cbite D biting

Study planner
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5.6 You don't object ...............c........... late tonight, do you?
Atoworking  Btowork  Cwork D working
5.7 They arranged ......................in London.
AforRaniatostay B Raniatostay  C by Rania to stay
D for Rania staying
Reporting
6.1 Georgia..........oc. She would be late for the meeting. She
it SHE Was feeling ill.
A told that ... said that B told that ... said me that
C told me that ... said that D told me that ... said me that
6.2 She...........her holiday in Finland.
A told me about B said about C said me about
D told about
6.3 ‘| suppose you've heard the latest ... to me.
A news,’ said she B news.’ she said C news’, she said
D news,’ she said
6.4 I notified .................. | had changed my address.
A with the bank that B the bank that C that
D to the bank that
6.5 She reminded ... .
A what to do B me what | had to do Cwhat | hadtodo
D me what to do
6.6 Police said that they ..................the missing girl.
A had found B have found C find D were finding
6.7 She encouraged .........cou.. the job.
Ato takethe job B that Fran should take ~ CFranto take
D to Fran to take
6.8 He asked where he ... put the box.
Ashall Boughtto Cwill D should
6.9 She asked my advice ..................... subject she should study at
university.
A onto what B as to what Conwhat D to what
610 They directed that the building ... .
Abe pulled down B to be pulled dow
C should be pulled down D should pull down
"Nouns
71 The s faulty:

Aequipmentsare  Bequipmentwas  Cequipments were
D equipment were

Grammar
reminder




7.2

73

7.4

75

7.6

77

7.8

7.9

Articles, determiners and quantifiers

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

Grammar

reminder
The company ... doing a lot of ... in South H2
America.

Ais ... businesses B are ... business C are ... businesses
D is ... business

The ..o Shoes were covered in mud, so | asked them to
take them off before they gotinto .................car.
Agirl's..Leon’s  Bgirls'... Leons’  Cgirls'.. Leon’s

D girl’s ... Leons’

The council ...........cco...cn...... postponed a decision on the new road,
and many leading members of the opposition party ...
criticised the delay.

Ahas..have Bhas..has Chave..has D have..have

.. thinks that Phil should be given the job.
A Ne:ther of us B The majority of my colleagues
C Practically everyone D A number of people

Police ........ccccoecee. that Thomas is in Brazil, although his exact
whereabouts unknown.

A believes ... are B believe ... are C believes ... is

D believe ... is

Anew.............isbeingbuilt outside the town.
Agolf course B golfcourse  Cgolf’'scourse D golf-course

The government has introduced ...
A a children’s clothes tax Ba tax on chsldren clothes
C a children clothes tax D atax on children’s clothes

; . has improved enormously.
A Dawd s guatar playing B David guitar playing
C Davids’ guitar playing D The guitar playing of David

Pl be with you in ...
A one quarter of an hour B a quarter of an hour
Caquarter of one hour D a quarter of hour

Lookat ..o . I1'S Very bright tonight.
A the moons B moon C the moon D a moon

3 /e (1) —————
A abeautiful city B beautifulcity  Cthe beautiful city
D the beautiful cities

..of the present continuous tense on page 32.
A There are example B There are examples
C There are the examples D There is example

Study planner
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Grammar
reminder

8.5 .is one of the many factors involved in changing
farmmg methods
AClimate  BAclimate  CClimates D The climate

8.6 Against her parents’ wishes, shewantstobe ...
Athe journalist  Bjournalist ~ Cajournalist D journalists

L

87 ‘You look upset.’ ‘Yes, I've had ...
A the terrible morning B terrtble mormng
C some terrible morning D a terrible morning

8.8 I haven't been here for ... .
A some years B any years Cyears D the years
8.9 We haven'tgot ..o lEfL.
Aabutter  Banybutter  Cthebutter D some butter
8.10 ‘Where were you last week?’ 'l was visiting .... !
Aanyfriends  Bfriends  Cthe frzends D some fraends
8.11 e MY jewellery is missing. 123
A Some of BAnyof CSome D Any
812 ..the furniture ... e ATIVE YL, 134,
A None has B None ... have C None of ... has 122-28

D None of ... have

813 | phoned Sarah at home, but .. .
A there were no answers B there were no answer
C there was no answers D there was no answer

814 There isn't ... traffic along the street where | live.
Amany Bmuch  Cmuchof D many of
815 e the fOOd was inedible.

A A large amountof  BManyof  C Much of
D A large number of

8.16 i Waiting to hear the results.
A Everyone was  BAllwas  CEveryonewere D All were
817 Following the flood, ..................inthearea ..................major
repair work.

Aeachofbuilding .. need B every building ... needs
Cevery building ... need D each buildings ... need

8.18 ..to Athens during the vacation.
AAll they are going B They are all going
CThey allare going D They are going all

819 There is ... @Vidence to support his claim. 148,
Alittleof Bfew Cafew D little 122-28

8.20 We should use ... time we have available to discuss
Jon’s proposal.
A the little of B the little C the few D little

xviii
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10.5

10.6

10.7

10.8

10.9

1010

The two children ........................ for breaking the window.
A each blamed other B blamed other C blamed each other
D each blamed the other

| had a racing bike when | wasyoung, and ...
Amy brotherdidso B so did my brother ~ C so my brother
D did my brother

‘I don’t suppose there'll be any seats left.” ‘No, | ... .
Adon't suppose  Bsuppose  Cdon't suppose so
D suppose not

They needed someone who was both an excellent administrator
and manager. ...................was not easy to find.
ASuchperson  BAsuchperson  CSuch D Such a person

‘They could have been delayed by the snow.” ‘Yes, they

A could have B could C could been D could have been

Leon was frightened —or maybe he just ... .
Apretendedtobe B pretendedto  C pretended
D pretend to be

- '-Adjectives and adverbs

ma

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

HE5 8 sz

A capable of making difficult decisions manager
B manager capable of making difficult decisions
C capable manager of making difficult decisions
D manager capable to make difficult decisions

Our teacher gave us ... problem to solve.
Aaveryimpossible B acompletely impossible
Can absolutely impossible D an extremely impossible

Experience is ...................... for the job.
Avreally essential B fairly essential ~ C pretty essential
D very essential

Imetmy............professor the other day. She is now
advising on the government’s ...................

A old politics ... very foreign policy

B very old politics ... foreign policy

C very old politics ... very foreign policy

D old politics ... foreign policy

I drank some ..................... coffee.
A good very Brazilian B Brazilian very good
Cvery good Brazilian D very Brazilian good

1 Was ..., L0 find that the film was quite ... -
Asurprised ... frightening B surprised ... frightened
C surprising ... frightening D surprising ... frightened

Grammar
reminder

K9
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1.8

1.9

1110

nn

1maz2

113

114

115

1116

mnaz

1118

Adverbial clauses and conjunctions

121

12.2
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My watch was among the ...
Athings taken B taken things  C things stolen
D stolen things

Hewasbusy ... hishomework.
Atodo Bdoing Cthat hewasdoing D he was doing

It Was ... @S We went into the room.
Astrange quiet B strange quietly = C strangely quiet
D strangely quietly

She.....comnu tOWards the door.
Aquickran  Branquick  Cranquickly D quickly ran

ltwasthe ................. thing to say.
A most ridiculous B ridiculous C ridiculousest
D most ridiculousest

‘Why did you buy these oranges?’ ‘They were ..
A cheapest  Bthe cheapest  Cthe cheapest ones I could find
D cheapest ones | could find

Despite his heavy injuries he tried tolead ................ as possible.
A as normal life B a normal a life
C as normal as life D as normal a life

Have you heard the good news? .
AlnMay,Evahadababy. B Eva had a baby in May.
CEvainMayhadababy. D Evahad in May a baby.

.. Kaspar nowadays, he’s so busy at the office.
A We see hardly ever B We hardly see ever
C We hardly ever see D Hardly we ever see

Only later ...................... how much damage had been caused.
Asherealised  Bshedid realised  C did she realise
D realised she

T ..with the decision.
A agree very much B much agree ~ Cagree much
D very much agree

, this summer is a crucial time for the government.
A Pohtzcs speakmg B Politically ~ C In political terms
D In a political point of view

D UNWeE L when |, this morning.
Afelt .getup Bfelt..gotup  Cfeel..getup
D feel ... got

Have something to eat before you ... .
Aleave  Bleft  Cwillleave D had left

Study planner
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12.3 I still feel tired ...........c.ccceecee. in the morning.
Awhenlwakeup  Baslwakeup  Cwhen | will wake up
D while | wake up

12.4 We were delayed ... an accident.
A because B because of there was C because there was
D because of

12.5 | wrote down her name ... forget it.
Asoasnotto B so not to Cnot to D inorder not to

12.6 cermrrenneesnensenneeneneec they slept soundly.
A Hot though was the night air B Hot though the night air was
C Hot as the night airwas D Hot although the night air was

12.7 I'll give you a Lift if it ..«
Aisraining  Bwillrain  Crained D rains

12.8 If I had known how difficult the jobwas, | ... it
A won't have taken B wouldn't have taken Cwon't take it
D mightn’t have taken

12.9 Ifl....wicoe. @ More reliable car, I................ to Spain rather
than fly.
A would have ... would drive B had ... had driven
Chad ..woulddrive D would have had ... would drive

1210 If the technology .................available, we would be able to
expand the business.
A would become B were become C were to become
D became

1211 If the North Sea ...............in winter, you could walk from
London to Oslo.
Ahappenedto freeze ~ Bfroze  Cshould freeze
D should happen to freeze

1212 .. Very busy and rather unfit, | might consider taking up
squash.
AWerelnot BWaslnot CWeren'tl DIflwasn’t

1213 They couldn’t decide ... it Was worth re-sitting the
exam.

Aif B whether or not C whether D if or not

1214 Itwas midday. ..., | put on the light.
AEvenso  BAlthough  CEven D Eventhough

Prepositions

131 He suddenly saw Eva ....................... the room. He pushed his way
e tNE CTOWd of people to get to her.
A across ... through Bover ... through  Cacross ... across

D over ... along

Grammar
reminder
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13.2 The concert features, .................others, Karl Frisk and the
Johnsons. Their music is still very popular ................... teenagers.
Abetween ..among B between ... between
Camong ... between D among ... among

133 s @ PAUSE N the conversation, she left the room.
Aln  BDuring COver DBy
13.4 .. cricket, | enjoy watching football and basketball.
AApart from B Except  CExceptfor D Besides
135 Jo .. her disabled mother until her death last year.
A cared after B cared for Ctook care of D cared about
13.6 What'’s the chance................. five heads when you toss a coin
five times?

Aofgetting Btoget Cofget Dget

137 She tried to ..
A talk me the plan out of B talk out of me the plan
Ctalk me out of the plan D talk out me of the plan

_Organising information

141 . people trying to get into the football stadium.
A There were too much B There were too many
C It was too many D There was too many

14.2 ..Sara wanted to borrow money.
A Suddenly hlt me that B It suddenly hit
C It suddenly hit me that D Suddenly hit me

14.3 | i yOU €@N sWim so well and | can't.
Ahate  Bhateitthat Chatethat D hateit

14.4 Luis lost his job and was short of money, so ....................... his flat
and move in with his brother.
A that he did was to sell B what he did was to sell
C what he did sold D what he did was sell

14.5 . DEEN diverted, they would have arrived early.
A Had the plane not B Hadn't the plane
CThe plane had not D The plane not had

14.6 ..that Lana was able to retire at the age of 50.
A So successful her business was, B So successful was her
business, C Her business was so successful D So was her
successful business
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Present continuous and present simple: state verbs

and performatives

State verbs

We can use the present continuous with some state verbs (e.g. attract, like, look, love, sound) to
emphasise that a situation is temporary or for a period of time around the present. Compare:

() Ella stays with us quite often. The children love having her here. and

(0 Ella’s with us at the moment. The children are loving having her here.

State verbs which we rarely use with the present continuous include believe, consist of, doubt, own.

Some verbs have different meanings when they are used to talk about states and when they describe
actions. With their ‘state’ meanings, they usually take simple rather than continuous forms. With their
‘action’ meanings, they may take simple or continuous forms, depending on context. Compare:
(0 The app doesn'’t appear to work on my phone. (appear: state = seem) and
(0 Carley Robb is currently appearing in a musical
on Broadway. / She often appears in musicals.
(appear: action = take part)

Also: expect, feel, fit, have, imagine,
look, measure, see, think, weigh

Mental state verbs

With some verbs describing mental states (e.g. find, realise, regret, think, understand) we can use
the present continuous to emphasise that we have recently started to think about something or that
we are not sure about something. Compare:
(I regret that the company will have to be sold. (= I've made the decision and I'm sorry about
it) and
(U I'm regretting my decision to give her the job. (= I'm increasingly aware that it was the wrong
decision)

When it means ‘think carefully about’, consider is often used in the continuous form in the present:
() He's considering taking early retirement. (not He considers taking early retirement.)

Some other verbs describing preferences and mental states (e.g. agree, believe, conclude, know,
prefer) are rarely used with the present continuous:
() I believe you now. (not I'm believing you now.)

Performatives

Verbs which perform the action they describe (= performatives) usually take the present simple:
() 1 suggest you park outside the city and
get the bus to the centre.
() We request that you read the terms
and conditions carefully before signing.

Also: acknowledge, admit, advise, apologise,
beg, confess, congratulate, declare, deny,
forbid, guarantee, name, order, permit, predict,
promise, refuse, remind, request, thank, warn

Some verbs used as performatives with the present simple in affirmative (= positive) sentences
(apologise, deny, guarantee, promise, suggest) have a similar meaning with either the present
simple or the present continuous in negative sentences:

(U 1 don’t deny / I'm not denying taking the books, but Miguel said it would be okay.

Modals are often used with performatives to make what we say more tentative or polite:
() We would advise you to arrive two hours before the flight leaves.
() I must beg you to keep this a secret.



Exercises

Complete each pair of sentences using the same verb (in a question form or negative if
necessary) from the box. Use the present continuous; if this is not possible, use the present
simple. Use £ to add any words outside the gap and use contracted forms where appropriate.

attract consist of doubt feel fit
have like ek measure sound

s does
1 a | hearyou're having your house repainted. How A it ..looking . ? (or How A it Lok . ?)
d.oes
b I bought this new dress today. How A it .._logk _?
2 a a:What areyou doing with thatruler? B | the area of the kitchen.
b The garden ..12 by 20 metres.
=1 I — whether I Ll get another chance to retake the exam.
b | suppose she m|ght be at home tonight, but | .. ity
4 a The new science museum currently ................. ‘IO 000 visitors a month.
b Flowers ... .. bees with the|r br|ghtly coloured petals
5 a Carloswon't work at the top of the 20-storey building because he .. s NEIORES:
b a:How'sthe new job? B: Well, at the moment, I it at all.
6 a My car'sin the garage today. They ....... ... new brakes.
b | bought this jumper for Anna, but it her so I'll have to take it back.
7 a What's your shirt made from? It
b I'won't be coming to work today. | .. very well.
8 a The roof of the house ... only plastic sheets nailed down in a few places.
b Their school uniform black trousers and a dark green jumper.
9 a Simon's new song quite good, but he doesn’t think he’s ready yet to perform
it in public.
b a:What's that noise?  B: It s like a bird stuck in the chimney.
10 a PoulSon ... treatment for a knee injury, but should be fit to play on Saturday.
b My SISter .mmsmsiis: long blonde hair. You're bound to recognise her.

e Cross out any improbable answers.

. Reply Forward

Dear Aunt Mara,

Thanks for your message. I (1) apologise / 'm apologising for not getting back to you sooner, but I've
been incredibly busy. When I went into nursing, you warned me that it would be really hard work, but

I (2) admit / 'm admitting that I didn’t really believe you. Don’'t get me wrong — I (3) don't suggest

/ 'm not suggesting that I'm not enjoying it. It's incredibly rewarding, but I (4) now realise / 'm now
realising how hard the job is. When I get home I just eat (not very well, I (5) confess / 'm confessing)
and go straight to bed. It doesn't help that the bus journey to the hospital is so slow. I (6) consider / 'm
considering buying a car, which will make things easier, I hope.

And what about you? How (7) do you find / are you finding living in a village after so many years in
the city? I (8) know / 'm knowing how difficult it is for you to travel such a long way, but it would be
lovely if you could come and stay with me for a weekend. I've got plenty of room in my flat. I (9) don't
guarantes / 'm not guaranteeing to cook as well as you do, but I (10) promise / 'm promising to find
time to show you around this lovely old town.

Hope to see you soon. Keep in touch.
Love,

Martina

=» Additional exercise 1 (page 235) 3



Using present continuous and present simple

We often use the present simple and present continuous when telling stories
and jokes in informal spoken English to create the impression that events are
happening now. This can make them more direct and exciting and hold people’s attention:
(U She goes up to this man and looks straight into his eyes. He's not wearing his glasses, and he
doesn't recognise her ...
() This man’s playing golf when a kangaroo bounds up to him, grabs his club and hits his ball
about half a mile ...

The main events are usually described in sequence using the present simple and longer background
events are described using the present continuous.

In narratives and anecdotes the present simple can be used to highlight an event. Often it is used after
past tenses and with a phrase such as suddenly or all of a sudden:

(U So last night, I'm waiting for the bus when this man walks up to me and says ...

(U Iwas inthe park reading a newspaper, when all of a sudden this dog jumps at me.

We also use the present simple and present continuous in live commentaries (for example, on sports
events) when the report takes place at the same time as the action:
() King serves to the left-hand court and Adams makes a wonderful return. She's playing
magnificent tennis in this match ...

We can use the present simple in phrases such as It says here, | hear, | gather, | see, | understand
and They say, (Someone) says, (Someone) tells me to introduce news that we have heard, read,
seen (e.g. on television), or been told. We can also use past tenses (e.g. Kevin said, | heard):

(1 gather you're worried about Pedro.

(U Sophia tells me you're thinking of emigrating.

() Professor Hendriks is at the conference and | hear she’s an excellent speaker.

The present simple is often used in news headlines to talk about events that have recently happened:

SECOND QUAKE HITS JAPAN FIRE BREAKS OUT IN HOTEL ROOM

SCIENTISTS FIND ICE ON THE MOON FOREIGN MINISTER RESIGNS

We can use the present simple to refer to the contents of books, films, newspapers, etc:
(0 Thompson gives a list of the largest European companies in Chapter 6.
() At the beginning of the book, three men find $4 million in a crashed plane.
() Inthe film, Loni Baranski takes the role of a private detective.

We can use the present continuous with adverbs such as always, constantly, continually or forever
to emphasise that something is done so often that it is characteristic of a person, group or thing. We
often use this pattern to indicate disapproval:

() a:lthink I'll stay here after all. s: You're constantly changing your mind.

() Jacob is a really kind person. He's always offering to help me with my work.
The past continuous is used in a similar way with these adverbs (e.g. Was Olivia always asking you for
money, too?).

We can use the present continuous to describe something we regularly do at a certain time:
() Ateight o'clock I'm usually driving to work, so phone me on my mobile.
() Seveno'clock is a bit early. We're generally eating then.



Exercises

e Complete these sentences using the verbs in brackets. Use the present simple or present

continuous.

1 Rodriguez ...p&22€5....to De Mello, who .......................... just over the bar. The home team
. much more in this half ... (pass — shoot - attack)

2 Aman........ home late one night after the office Christmas party. His wife
. fOr him, and she ... to him ... (arrive — wait — say)

3 I went to a concert yesterday in the Town Hall. In the middle of it, while the orchestra
e, LIS TNAN SUAAENLY e ON DS SEAT AN e £O
conduct them. (play - stand — start)

Complete what each person says about the news they have read or heard using the present
tense phrases in C. (&)

....... |_see . the government's giving ...the health .
service & lot more money,

Government gives health service billions

2 Vegecorp to sack 1,000 workers, =~ < Vegecorp are goingto ...
> President B d
esident Bergman announced a new ) :
................................................ we're going to have ...
piBE iy RN A going
6th. He made the announcement ...
4 Ed: “Did you hear that Bruno’s crashed his e, BTUNO'S
CAFAGAINT" e ——————————————
5 Julia:“I'vegotanewjob.” ShelSh s
6 Ateam of researchers claims to have . they've identified ...

identified a gene which causes some
people to sleep more than others.

e Expand one of the sets of notes below to complete each dialogue. {3

continually / change / mind  forever / moan/work  forever / ask me / money

constantly / criticise / driving  -always/complain/handwriting-
1 A:lcan't read this. 8: You're . &lways complaining about my handwriting.

2 a:Canlborrow €10? B8: You're
3 a:That was a dangerous thing to do. B: You're .
4 A:lthink 'llstay here after @ll. B YOU'TE ... .

5 A:l had a bad day at the office @ZaIN. B YOU'TE ... s s s :

@ Complete each pair of sentences using the same verb (in negative form if necessary). Use the
present continuous or the present simple. Use £ to add any words outside the gap. (Z1:13)

1 a a:Shalll phone atsix? B:No,weusually.............dinner at that time.
bl l@amb, thanks. I'm a vegetarian.

2 a Gielman.........HenryVinthe latest production at the Royal Theatre.
b They constantly.............. loud music until the early hours of the morning.

3 a Inormally ... the children to school at 8:30. Perhaps we could meet at 9:00.
b In his recent book, Wall ... a controversial view of Britain’s role in the war.
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Past simple and present perfect

Time expressions that refer to the present, such as this morning / week /
month and today, can be used with either past simple or present perfect verbs.
If we think of this morning (etc.) as a past, completed time period, then we use the past simple; if
we think of this morning (etc.) as a time period which includes the present moment, then we use the
present perfect. Compare:

() 1 didn't shave this morning. (= the morning is over and | didn’t shave) and

(U I haven't shaved this morning. (= it is still the morning and | might shave later)

In a sentence which includes a time clause with since, we generally prefer a past simple verb in the
time clause (referring to a particular point in the past) and a present perfect verb in the main clause:
(U Since Mr Dodson became president unemployment has increased. (rather than ... has

become ...)
(U She hasn’t been able to play tennis since she broke her arm. (rather than ... has broken ...)

Note, however, that we use the present perfect in the time clause with since if the two situations
described in the main clause and time clause extend until the present:
(U Have you met any of your neighbours since you've lived here? (not ... you lived ...)

With time clauses introduced by after, when, until, as soon as, once, by the time and the time
expressions the minute / second / moment the past simple refers to past, completed events and the
present perfect refers to future events. Compare these examples:

() After she left hospital (past), she had a long holiday. and

() After Lucas has left school (future), he will be spending six months in India.

(J The minute | got the news about Anna (past) | telephoned my parents. and

() I'll contact you the minute I've got my exam results. (future)

In the time clause in sentences like this it is possible to use the past perfect instead of the past simple
(e.g. After she had left ...) and the present simple instead of the present perfect (e.g. After Lucas
leaves ...) with the same meaning (see also Unit 5).

In news reports, you will often read about or hear recent events introduced with the present perfect,
and then the past simple or other past tenses are used to give details:
(0 A Russian spacecraft has returned safely to Earth with its two passengers. US astronaut Scott
Keane and Russian cosmonaut Olga Kaleri landed in the early hours of Wednesday.
(0 AnAmerican woman has become the first person to make 2 million contributions to

Dictionary File. Esther Miller began editing the site eight years ago.

After the pattern It / This / That is / will be the first time ... we generally use the present perfect in
the next clause:

() That'’s the first time I've seen Jan look embarrassed. (reporting a past event)

(O It won't be the first time she has voted against the government. (talking about a future event)

Note that after It / This / That was the first time ... we generally use the past perfect (see Unit 5):
(It was the first time I'd talked to Dimitra outside the office.
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